
LaFramboise Construction Inc. 
204 1 6 ~ ~  St. N.W. 

Watertown, South Dakota 57201 

June 18,2004 

To: south Dakota One Call 

1 received your letter on June 18,2004 and after reviewing the 
allegation my response is this. 

Bert Magstad is a proverbial liar. I did not tell him I hopped out of my 
machine and inspected damage and didn't smell gas. 

As you can see by the photos there are a lot of tree roots present. I 
was working within inches of Fiber Optic 900 pair telephone, 600 pair 
telephone and either a 100 or 200 pair telephone. As we worked we 
notified the proper people and worked with caution. As I was blading I 
encountered what I thought was tree roots and being that close to cables 
I backed away, moved over and proceeded with caution. The next 
morning we took the bobcat and tried to remove the tree stumps in the 
area and found the injured gas line. As I approached my pickup to call 
the utilities the locator arrived and I showed him the gas line and if you 
will call 882-6233 and ask the people at the desk they will tell you I have 
reported every scrape we found on the gas line, every broken road box, 
or water valve box, and every electric line we encountered. I fine 
Magstad remarks very degrading and if he would shut his mouth long 
enough I could have explained this to him. As far as the locates, I asked 
for locates and in a 4 block area they freshened up from lST to 3RD n 
nothing from Maple to 1" where we were working. The area in 
question has several young children and the flags last about (at best) one 
day. All of our grade stakes were removed and the Pocaior showed us 
one line in particular towards the east end of 4Th by Maple which ran at 
an angle. This area was marked and pot holed for exposure, and we 
worked around it with no problems. There were also 3 or 4 other areas 
where the gas service lines were in our grade that we worked around. 
When we bid this job it was our belief that all utilities would be lowered 
or moved. We have 5 blocks to go and I hope it goes well. All of the 



utility people we have worked with have been very cooperative and I 
was under the impression that things were going relatively smooth. 

Tom LaFramboise 

LaFramboise Construction Inc. 
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